Management of empyema after lung resections (pneumonectomy/lobectomy).
Empyemas that complicate lung resection are an uncommon but morbid and too-often deadly sequela, particularly after pneumonectomy. Knowledge of the conditions that place patients at high risk for this complication and of the well-established principles of bronchial stump closure are crucial to preventing empyemas. One should be familiar with the various options of stump reinforcement and should use them aggressively, particularly in high-risk situations. Prompt recognition of this complication demands immediate intervention and drainage of the empyema space to minimize the risks of aspiration to the remaining lung. The principles that guide the management of these empyemas are those established by Clagett and Geraci 40 years ago [37]. Modern variations of these guidelines have allowed improved results and a more timely recovery and should be considered in low-risk patients.